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Nor could I ever unravel to my own satisfaction the history
of Ampthill-Houghton. By the busts in the house, and by
the crests in the frieze without, it is certain that it was
possessed by the Sydneys. The new-discovered shield
confirms it; and perhaps does, connected with your Lady-
ship's postscript, which I have since received by itself,
explain the whole. As you have found that Bobert the
first Earl of Leicester was steward of the manors of Anne
of Denmark, and that Ampthill was a jointure manor of
queens, and as one of the busts is of his sister Mary,
Countess of Pembroke (the Arcadian), is it not possible,
that as the greater Ampthill was the manor-house, Houghton-
Ampthill might be a lodge which he lent or obtained a grant
of to his sister Lady Pembrokes; who, being a Sydney, and
more proud of her brother Sir Philip and her own family
than of her husband4, might decorate the house with her
own emblems, and as a sort of foundress leave a shield of
her own arms only with the coronet to testify her dignity?
I think we used to doubt whether the male bust was her
husband's or her brother's, Sir Philip. I prefer this hypo-
thesis to my first idea of the shield belonging to Lady
Sussex.

Mightily I am pleased with Mr. Leveson's6 legacy to
Captain Waldegrave. We do not seem in a course that
will enrich him by prizes. I had no curiosity about Monsieur
de Grassee, though I was in town for two days while he

8 Lady Pembroke received a grant     eighty-one.

of the manor of Houghton Conquest        6 On Wednesday, Aug. 5, ' Count

(or AmptMLl Park) from James I in     de Q-rasse with his suite landed on

1615.  She bunt a house there, which     South  Sea  Com in on,   Portsmouth,

was probably the one which excited     where carriages had been procured

"Walpole's interest.                               by Vix>e-Admiral Sir Peter Parker,

* Henry Herbert (circ, 1534-1601),     who conducted them to the George,

second Earl of Pembroke.                     where a most sumptuous dinner had

5 Hon.   Baptist   Leveson-G-ower,     been procured for him and his suite

fourth son of first Baron Q-owerand     by Sir Peter, who entertained him

great-uncle of Captain Waldegrave.     and his officers at his own expense

He   died   on   Aug.  4,   1782,   aged     until the Count had permission tpity       4 In   1775,   when  he   had  been
